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PREDICTING THE CALENDAR

Give a spectator an envelope and tell him or her that you've made a prediction
and have placed it inside the envelope. Have him set aside the envelope. Using
any calendar, ask the spectator to name a month - except February, which is a
short month.

Give the spectator the calendar. Have him find the month and add up all the
numbers in the "1" Column, including "1." Give the spectator paper and pencil,
if needed.

Next, ask the spectator to open the envelope. Amazingly, the total matches the
prediction. This trick relies on a little-known fact that the numbers always add
up to 75, as long as you use the column starting with "1." The Calendar Trick
can work with almost any month and almost any column, if you read further...

After eliminating February, ask the spectator to name a month (we'll use May, shown in the artwork.) Ask him what day of the
week the month starts with (Saturday).

The first day of the month is always Column 1. You can ask him to add all the numbers under "Saturday.” Because you know
that Saturday is Column 1, the answer will be 75, as in the original version.

But you also can ask the spectator to add the numbers under almost any other day of the week by forcing him to pick another
day. A force is a way to control a spectator’s selection: a card, a number, a word, a letter — just about anything, but he shouldn't
know he's being forced. You have to act casual and relaxed about "forcing" the spectator to do what you want.

In our May example, Saturday = Column 1, Sunday = Column 2, Tuesday = Column 4, Wednesday = Column 5, Thursday =
Column 6, and Friday = Column 7. (More about leaving out Column 3 later.)

No matter what day of the week he "chooses," you know the total of the column:
Column 1=75 Column2 = 80 Column 4 =58 Column5 = 62 Column 6 =66 Column7= ?? (Can you figure this out?)

This works because the first day of the month is always Column 1. To use another example, if a month begins on Wednesday,
Wednesday is Column 1, Thursday is Column 2, Saturday is Column 4, etc.

Let's say your spectator chooses a month that begins on Wednesday, and your "prediction” is 58 — Column 4, or Saturday. You
will have to force the spectator to select Saturday (Column 4).

To force "Saturday," try to be creative. After the spectator tells you that the month begins on Wednesday, you can say something
about Wednesday not being your best day (can you think of a reason why you might not like Wednesday or why you might like
other days better?). In fact, Saturday might be your favorite day of the week. And then you can list why you like Saturdays:
there's no school, you can sleep late, etc.

Ask the spectator, "How about adding all the numbers under Saturday and see what you get?"

Even though you force the day (Column), you don't force the month; you won't know what day of the week begins each month.
You'll have to force the spectator to the total you've chosen. Try to prepare for this trick by listing why you might like or not like
days of the week. Maybe you like Monday because it's the beginning of the week. You might like another day because you
always get your favorite dinner. Your reasons don't have to be true, but they should fit you.

The additional version makes the Calendar Trick seem less like a math trick and more like a miracle. It adds more mystery to the
original effect, and you may be able to repeat it for the same audience at a later date.

Don't use Column 3

Column 3 will not work in a month that has 31 days. Unlike February, which has too few numbers, Column 3 will have too many
numbers in a month with 31 days. Other than February, it doesn't matter what month the spectator chooses: forcing the column
is always under your control, and you will never force Column 3.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jn1Uku-zkg&feature=emb_logo

